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SUBJECT:TUNA BOAT SEIZURES: SHOOTING INCIDENT 
REE: QUITO 990 

1. EOLLOWING AIDE-MEMOIRE HANDED TO AMBASSADOR CARDENAS 
BY ARA/LA-EP 10 EEBRUARY 1975 IN MID- AFTERNOON: 

2. QUOTE WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY THE AMERICAN CONSUL 
GENERAL NOW IN SALINAS THAT THIS MORNING AT 0800 HOURS, AN 
ECUADOREAN GUARD ON BOARD THE OCEAN QUEEN, WITHOUT 
PROVOCATION OR JUSTIFICATION, FIRED EIGHT ROUNDS OF AUTO- 
MATIC AMMUNITION THROUGH THE ROOF OF THE PILOT HOUSE OF 
THE VESSEL. HAPPILY THERE WERE NO INJURIES. PHYSICAL 
DAMAGE TO THE VESSEL HAS YET TO BE ASSESSED. 

OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS ON THE SCENE HAVE MADE REPEATED 
EFFORTS TO INFORM THE EUCADOREAN OFFICIALS OF THE HIGHLY 
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YOUNG RECRUITS ARE BEING USED AS GUARDS ON THE VESSELS. WE 
ARE OBLIGED TO PROTEST THIS INCIDENT WHICH ENDANGERED LIVES 
AND DAMAGED THE PROPERTY OE UNITED STATES CITIZENS. 

THE GOVERNMENT OE ECUADOR WILL WISH TO CONSIDER MEASURES 
TO PREVENT A RECURRENCE, PERHAPS INCLUDING THE REPLACEMENT 
OE UNTRAINED GUARDS WITH MORE EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL. 
UNQUOTE. 

3. AMBASSADOR CARDENAS SAID THAT HE WOULD CALL EOREIGN 
MINISTRY SUBSECRETARY IMMEDIATELY TO ADVISE THAT EXPERI- 
ENCED GUARDS BE PLACED ON VESSELS. CARDENAS APPEARED 
QUITE UNDERSTANDING OE DIEEICULT PUBLIC RELATIONS SITUA- 
TION PREVAILING SINCE SHOOTING INCIDENT AND COMMENTED 
THAT HE EXPECTED TUNABOAT ASSOCIATION GENERAL MANAGER 
EELANDO WOULD DO HIS BEST TO INFLAME HIS CONSTITUENCY. 

4. ABOVE AIDE-MEMOIRE WILL BE PASSED TO GOE BY CARDENAS. 

IE AIDE-MEMOIRE USEEUL TO YOUR EFEORTS IN QUITO, YOU MAY 
WISH TO REPEAT DELIVERY FROM EMBASSY. INGERSOLL 
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